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SUBJECT: DNA Specimen Sample Collection Program 

1. Purpose: To provide information on the DNA Specimen Sample Collection Program. 

2. Facts: 

    a.  Medical authorities collect DNA specimen samples for possible use in 
identification of human remains.  The use of comparative DNA for remains identification 
has proven itself far superior to previous identification methods, i.e. fingerprints or 
dental records.  Accordingly, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs 
established comparative DNA identification as the DoD preferred method of casualty 
identification. 

 b.  The collection procedures require preparation of cards containing dried blood and 
personal identification data.  The Army has dropped requirements for oral swab and 
fingerprints from each Soldier.  Medical personnel will conduct the blood draw of the 
specimen collection.  All specimens are stored at the Armed Forces Repository of 
Specimen Samples for the Identification of remains. 

 c.  Once DNA specimens are received at the Armed Forces Repository, they are 
entered into the Defense Eligibility Enrollment System (DEERS).  To track receiving 
samples from Soldiers, the Center Level Application Software (CLAS) contains a data 
field indicating whether a Soldier’s specimen sample is on file at the Armed Forces 
Repository. 

 d.  It is DoD policy that all Soldiers must have a specimen collected and submitted to 
the Armed Forces Repository.  The submission will be verified before they are deployed 
to a hostile fire or imminent danger zone.  All DoD civilian employees and contractor 
personnel who accompany military forces and are subject to a high degree of risk will 
have a specimen collected and sent to the Armed Forces Repository. 

 e.  Ordinarily, requests for access to filed specimen samples for purposes other than 
remains identification are not approved.  DNA specimen samples may be used only for 
the following purposes:  identification of human remains, internal quality assurance 
activities to validate processes for collection, maintenance and analysis of samples, 
purposes for which the donor of the sample (or surviving next-of-kin) provides consent, 
and as compelled by other applicable law.  All personnel shall observe existing laws and 
regulations governing access under the Privacy Act.   
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   f.  Individual specimens will be destroyed upon the request of the donor following the 
conclusion of the donor’s complete military service obligation or other applicable 
relationship with DoD.  If no request for their destruction is made, specimens are 
retained for 50 years then destroyed. 

 g.  The authority to collect DNA specimen samples is granted in Title 10 U.S.C. §131 
and §3013, and Title 5 U.S.C. §301. 
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